
Parish Council Minutes
December 6, 2022

In attendance: Nancy Schmelzer, Cody Mueller, Bob Hauber, Jay Farmer, Claudia
McCalley.  Others: Fran Zichal.

Meeting opened with prayer. Minutes from Nov. 10th Parish Council meeting were
reviewed.  Moved by Bob Hauber to approve. Second by Jay Farmer. No objections and
minutes approved for posting to the website.

Correspondence: A letter from Shepherd of the Hills was received and reviewed by
council, thanking St. Joseph for donations to the Back to School Backpack project.

Committee Reports:
Adult Faith Formation/Safety: Report included in meeting packet. Fran Zichal

presented a review of events at St. Joseph’s. The safety report is being finalized. Adult
formation events include an Advent study group, and upcoming Women’s Conference in
January and Men’s Conference in March. The council was asked to begin thinking of
ways to involve greater participation in formation events.

Parish Life: No report
Faith Formation:  Due to illness, Hazel Martin was unable to attend.
Liturgy: No report. Preparation for Christmas is ongoing.
Stewardship/Social Concerns: No report. The Giving Tree gifts have been taken to

Shepherd of the Hills for distribution. Monthly food donations to the Food Shelf are
ongoing.

Building and Grounds: Bill and Diane Erickson have requested that the council
discuss the purchase and installation of a 6 gallon water heater for the sacristy sink.
Cost will be approximately $200.00 to $300.00. With no objections, the council
recommended that a water heater be purchased and installed. Bob Hauber reported
Bob Hankey will attend the next Finance Committee meeting to review a second
estimate for the Air Conditioning system.  The council discussed the timing of the
replacement. Further discussion will take place when estimates are reviewed.

Finance: Report included in meeting packet. Bob Hauber discussed finances for the
parish and is looking good at this time.

Old Business:
Community Thanksgiving Dinner: Bob had received a summary and reported that

profits from the dinner were divided between donations to Shepherd of the Hills
(CORRECTION: Clayton County Food Shelf) and Mary and Martha meals.



Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service hosted by St. Josephs. Fran reported attendance of
77 persons from all area churches.

Adults Night Out: No information is available. Claudia will follow up with the
chairpersons for an update.

Couples Night Out: No information is available. Claudia will follow up with the
chairpersons for an update.

Cemetery Expansion: Cody suggested the committee be invited to the next Parish
Council meeting to update progress on the expansion.

Other: Bob reported that he had received information regarding income from the
Crafter’s sale which was approximately $6800.00 and Lasagna Fundraiser at $9500.00.

New Business:
Appreciation Event for Parish: Claudia suggested that an event of appreciation for the

parish should be discussed at a later time. Claudia recommended that a Thank you to
the parishioners be included in the year end bulletin in appreciation for volunteers
service. Council agreed.

Christmas preparation:  The council shared ideas on how to encourage attendance at
Christmas Eve Mass. Claudia will ask Janine or John to utilize social media. Claudia will
work with Janine to develop pew cards for Christmas Eve, welcoming attendees and
offering contact information for St. Joseph’s. The council requested review of the cards
before finalizing.

Town Hall Meeting:  Council discussed open dates for the Town Hall meeting with
Deacon Paul. It will be held February 25, 2022 immediately following Mass. Additional
information to come.

Questions to Ponder: In preparation for writing new goals, Claudia suggested council
members ponder several questions: What is the mission of the parish? Why are we
here? How do we use teachable moments (baptisms, weddings, funerals) to grow faith?
Do activities/programs of the parish support our mission? Cody suggested we as a
parish council consider doing a service of some kind and think about what we actually
do?
Meeting adjourned as Pastorate Council meeting began.

Respectfully submitted
Claudia McCalley


